TO DONATE:
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Lamp for Haiti
PO Box 39703
Philadelphia PA 19106
Or click on the
Donate Button
at the website
www.lampforhaiti.org
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SHINING A LIGHT ON HEALTH, PARTNERSHIP AND COMMUNITY

WATER
FOR LIFE

The focus of much of the Lamp’s energy is upon our humming,
ever-busy health center in Bwa Nèf, Cité Soleil. But the Lamp
does have other irons in the fire. Foremost among these is our
effort to prevent illness through projects that improve sanitation and access to potable water.
Past projects of the Lamp have included a water purifying
system for an orphanage, provision of drinking water using
water trucks, mosquito abatement, many educational initiatives
and, last year, a drainage canal for the neighborhood adjacent
to the clinic. In 2010, Lamp constructed a public toilet and
shower house. Other nonprofits had done similar things – just
down the road are two other public toilets. The difference,
at the Lamp, is that we are present in the community. We do
maintain the things we build. The other two toilet projects
quickly became unusable and were abandoned long ago. For
our part, we are currently renovating our well-used structure
and will continue to do so into the indefinite future!
In 2018, as a result of funds raised at the 2017 Cocktails for a
Cause event, we are undertaking an ambitious new water project.
We have concluded that the best way to reduce water-borne
disease is to chlorinate the public water supply. The situation in
Bwa Nèf is as follows: no
homes have running water.
People must go to one of three
water stations (“chateaus”) where
they can fill their containers
with untreated city water.
Since the water supply is very
irregular at these stations, each
one has a large fiberglass
reservoir. It is these reservoirs

2018

that allow us to contemplate a local chlorination program.
Our plan is to attach chlorination devices to each reservoir,
then ensure that the system works through constant monitoring,
water testing, and replenishment of the necessary chlorine
tablets. As with the toilets, we do not plan to set the systems
up and then leave! Also, as with our medical activities, we are
collaborating closely with the government to ensure that our
activities are approved and supported. It is possible that this

Lamp Manager Benoit at one of the water chateaus (pre-renovation!)
Denis, in the photo below, will be our new water station monitor

program may become more involved with time – if, for example,
we discover that incoming, underground water pipes have
been broken or compromised. But the rewards are worth the
effort. For now, we are in the process of repairing the ragged
chateaus so that they are clean, leak-proof and functional, and
provide a relatively hygienic area where community members
can get their water. The chlorine systems come next.
We will never know exactly what our contribution has been —
that’s the beauty of prevention — but we will know (we will
make sure) that the water is pure.

CELEBRATING

HAITI
By Georgette Delinois

Lamp Board Member and
President Emeritus of HSNNE

On Saturday April 14th, the Haiti Solidarity
Network of the North East (HSNNE)
and Lamp for Haiti came together to help
celebrate the rich culture of Haiti in a
gathering at Caldwell University.
The missions of both HSNNE and Lamp for Haiti center on
celebrating and strengthening Haitians. The impetus for this
particular event was as a positive response to the hurtful,
derogatory comments made by the US President about
Haitians and many other brown and Black peoples this winter.
The resulting event, filled with music and dance and art, was
a very significant and meaningful afternoon. We were blessed
to have had Jocelyne Dorisme (pictured), a band, Eddy the
dancer, and Betty Buffin as our main entertainers. Jocelyne,
in her engaging ways, serenaded the audience of over 100
with some old Haitian folk songs that took some of us back

to the old days, those beautiful afternoons in Haiti when the
environment was quite healthy and relaxing. Jocelyne’s
charming and melodious voice was delectable and Eddy, the
dancer, together with his daughter, captivated the audience in
a typical folkloric rendition. Additionally, the children present
were entertained by Betty Buffin who painted faces with
different cartoon characters, butterflies, hearts, etc. Everyone
enjoyed delicious Haitian hors d’oeuvres including pate,
akra, griots – some guests for the first-time and some for the
thousandth time. For me, this all took my mind to a grateful,
peaceful place.
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THE 3RD ANNUAL HOOPS FOR HAITI was a slam dunk
success on May 12th. 8th grader Toby Baer and his family
organized the 3-on-3 basketball tournament held at the
St. Cassian school gymnasium in NJ. Toby raised over $5K
to benefit Lamp for Haiti. Toby is graduating to high school
this year but he hopes to
continue using his love of
basketball to help those
less fortunate in Haiti.
Congratulations and many
thanks to Toby (on the left
in the photo)!
Let Cheryl Marshall-Petricoff know if you have an interest in organizing a
similar tournament at your school or church. We’d love to help you launch it.
Cheryl@lampforhaiti.org

The ability of Lamp and HSNNE to turn something so
negative and hurtful into an afternoon to remember, and to
provide our brothers and sisters an opportunity to be
immersed (for a few hours) in a rich culture with proud people
full of knowledge, understanding, faith, endurance and a will
to survive in a world so harsh and sometimes indifferent is a
testimony to these two organizations’ efforts to celebrate the
positive and build from strength. Lastly, April 14, 2018 provided a forum for each individual there (black, brown and
white) to showcase their humanity and exhibit true solidarity.

Judith Raymond, Georgette Delinois, Pat Stinger, OP, Kay Coll, S.S.J.,
Cheryl Marshall-Petricoff, Fr. Jack Martin, Yvel Celestin, Fr. Eugene Squeo,
Tyler Gabriel, Henry Reimer and Dr. James Morgan

SAVE THESE DATES AND JOIN US:
Shining Bright Gala
Dinner and Auction
Friday, October 12th
At Mayfair Farms,
West Orange, NJ

FRIDAY

GALA

OCTOBER 12TH
This is our biggest fundraiser
of the year. All proceeds benefit
Lamp for Haiti.

Summit Avenue Concert

A fundraiser organized by students of Montclair High
School to benefit Lamp for Haiti.

Join us for an afternoon of
backyard music from an
array of talented performers.
Saturday afternoon,
June 9th, in Montclair, NJ

HELP US REPLACE OUR VAN
Thanks to supporters like you, our spring appeal has fully
funded a new EKG machine but, as we go to press with
this newsletter, we are still short of our goal to cover the
cost of a new van. Our van serves as our ambulance,
providing critical patient transportation when necessary.
In addition, our van transports our doctors and nurses to
the health center each day and without this we could not
retain such high quality staff.
If you have not participated
in the spring appeal, it is not
too late.
No donation is too small.
You can donate online at
our website (on the Giving
page under Spring Appeal)
or by check. Thank you!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR EVENT UPDATES

Making Births Safer

An exciting new initiative that the Lamp is undertaking is the
training of local women to be birth assistants. In a survey we
conducted last year, we found that over 70% of our patients
delivered their last baby at home. But home births in Bwa Nèf
are fraught with risk. In Haiti generally, it is estimated that one
in 80 women die in childbirth (lifetime). Unhygienic conditions,
coupled with some social behaviors and poverty-related
health issues, mean that we have heard far too many stories
that end in the death of mother or child.
More important than those factors, however, is a lack of
midwife skills. Bwa Nèf has a transient urban population and
because of this — unlike many communities in Haiti — it has few
traditional “matrons” that can come to the assistance of a
woman in labor. With a matron present, many of the risk
factors are immediately reduced. Hygiene can be assured,
practical skills and knowledge can be applied and, if
complications arise, an assessment can be made to quickly
transfer the mother to hospital.
Home births will continue. Hospital costs are just too high
for people in this community. Our answer, then, is to make

sure that trained birth assistants (matrons!) are available to
assist. We have made the first step by constructing a classroom
for the program and our first class of local birth assistants will
soon convene. We plan to provide them with knowledge, tools,
materials, ongoing skills upgrades and, of course, medical
support. As with our Community Health Workers, we are taking
health to the community. One life saved would make it all
worthwhile, but we hope for much more.

Dr. Jim Morgan discusses the birth assistant program
with Dr. Severe and Ms. Saint-Fleur
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A Story of Accompaniment
Many stories at the Lamp make reference to dire threats to
health and challenging medical treatment. This one is about
something much simpler. Ms. Plaisirmon had already had
two children when she enrolled in the
pre-natal care program at the Lamp.
She received a battery of tests and then
came regularly to the clinic for the next
eight months. Her health was generally
good — she was treated for an infection
and mild anemia — and so was that of
the baby. Lamp Community Health
Workers (CHWs) came to her home
several times to check in on her. She
got an ultrasound and took her prenatal
vitamins as prescribed. She received a
delivery kit and an infant kit. When it
came time to deliver, one of the CHWs
went with her to the hospital to make
sure that she had the support she
needed. In the photo, she is back at home with her new
baby boy (dressed in clothes from the infant kit).

Her gratitude is boundless; she recalls the struggles — physical,
financial and emotional — she had with her first two deliveries;
she sends message after message to Lamp staff, thanking them
for their accompaniment.
The idea of accompaniment is one that
Dr. Paul Farmer made central to all of
his medical theory. (Dr. Farmer is the
founder of Haiti’s best large-scale health
organization Partners in Health and was
a crucial inspiration for the Lamp in its
early days.) Health is best served, he felt,
when the medical profession considers
the whole complex of factors that cause
ill health. In low income settings this
means that one must accompany each
patient, continually overcoming those
factors that may block the path to good
health. Ms. Plaisirmon’s story is an ordinary
one, but it is an important one for the Lamp. It is a sign that we
are on the right path.

